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INTRODUCTION

Andrew Wellington Cordier was a unique personality who emerged
into prominence in the shadow of the first two Secretaries-General
of the United Nations, ﬁerving first under TryQVehfﬁe'from 1946 to
1953 and under his successor, Irg Hémmarskjoldi&ntilﬁthe latter's
death in 1961, Both ILie and Hammarskjold bécamé well-knoﬁn world
figures not onlyamih: grestige of the position but due also . ¢
to the very important role they played in evolving and developing

the political functions of the office of Secretary-General.

Andrew Cordier held the position of Executive Assiétant to
each Secretary-General, a post which involved him in a wide range
of political and administrative activities. 1In addition, he was
charged with responsibility for théfperation and direction of the
General Assembly. By the very nature of his roi; therefore he was
dlrectly and closely assoclated with bégb'men in the over-all
direction of the Secretariat and theVGeneralAAssembly. His- full
title wos Executive Assistant to the Secrét;;y-ceneral and Undex

Secretary-General for General Assembly and Related Affajrs.
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Daring his United Nations career, he galned great prominence
in international circles not only because of his positidhvbut bf
virtue of his own powerful personality and unusual qualities of
leadership. Within the United Nations community he was considered
to be an expert on the United Nations Charter and in parliamentary
procedure. He was highly regarded by the press corps and developed
a superdb working relationship with them as immediate spokesman for
both Lie and }hmmafskjdld. As a personality he h;mself\wasj
frequently featured in the United States preséﬂan&—elsewhere. He

was affectionately referred to by them as ﬁyf;TUN;"~

When he submitted his resignation in 1961 and finally concluded
his career with the United Nations in 1962, a shock wgs‘felt
throughout the world community, not only because of his unlque
contribution and centrﬂl role, but also because his resignation
wa.s hastgyed by the poﬁitical circumstances of the timé. The
impact'of his final departure in 1962’was all the more keenly felt
coming as it did §n1y a few months after the'éiagic death of IDag

Hammarsk jold for it seemed to mark the end of an era.

Andrew Cordier officially joined -the United-Nations Secretariat

'in 1946, coming from the United States State Department where he had

‘served for Just two years, but during this perlod he had'worked on

'the drafting of the Charter and attended the United Naticns Conference

|
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at San Francisco in 1945 as a technical expert with the United
States Delegation headed by the late Senator Vandenberg. Immediately
following this he was posted to London in 1945 with the United States

Delegation to the United Nations Preparatory Commission,

His career prior to this had been that of teacher and professor
of history in Ohio and Indiana. When he first jolned the state
Department in 1944 he had come from North Manchester, Indiana where
he had beenChairman of the Departmentof History and Political
Science of Manchester College. He had received his graduate degrees
in history from the University of Chicago. Always a keen student of
the League of Nations and a strong supporter of the concept of an
international organization to serve the causeof peace, it was his
knowledgeability in international affairs that had brought him to

the attention of the State Department.

Cordier, who was born in Canton, Ohioc in 1901, was sixty-one
years of age when he re-entered the Academic world in July 1962 as Dean
of the School of Internmational Affairs of Columbia University in New
York. Several years later at the behest of the Trustees he assumed
the Presidency of that institution, becoming Columbia’s 15th Presi-
dent, and presiding over the campus from 1968 to 1970 during two
tumultuous years of student riots and general campus unrest. These

events were not only in protest against the University establish-

.o'a
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ment, but they were also manifestations of the prevailing political
dissatisfaction with the Viet Nam war and the active leftist move-
®nts of the times. In 1970 with some degree of pééificatiqn having
been established on the campus he was able to return to his post of
- Dean of theSchool of International Affalrs and to complete the

remainder of his term there until August 1972.

By the time his formal working career with Columbla University
had come to an end he was seventy-one and in frail health. However,
as President Emeritus he was abtle to continue in his own pursuits
at Columbla. He still had many affiliations and he was engared in
the completion of an eight volume series comprising the public papers
of the first three Secretaries-General of éhe_Uhited Nations -- Lie,
HammarskJold and U Thant. But he felt theré were two more important
tasks which he must yet undertake. He wished to write two volumes
of memoirs; the first would contain his personal recollections of
his years with the Uhi%ed Nations; the Second was to be an account
of hils years at Columbia University, with\pafticular empg;sis on the
two years of his Presidency. Because of my long association with him
at the United Nations where I had served as his pgrébﬁéi asslstant
for twelve years, he invited me in.1974 to come to Columﬁla Univer—
sity from Canada to assist him in the preparation of the United

Nations memoirs.

o ' » nao/5
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As a first step in the preparation of his book he sought
interviews with former United Nations colleagues and staff
members. On more than one occasion he indicated 'E.ha.t he
would also like to interview me in order to obt#ih'my evalua~-
tion of him and his role "from where I sat.” But Andrew
Cordier died on 11 July 1975 before he could begin the narra-
tive of his first book of memolrs and although he had com-

pleted interviews with many of his former assoclates, the

interview with me haghever taken place.

In the following pages I hope to honour his request for
an interview and also to contribute what I can to the story
of the last year of his 1ife during which I worked so closely

with him and during which he was so 1ll.

. Doreen Geary,
Victoria, Canada -
19761978 -



Witle: Death of a Statwart
Name: Doreen Geary

Author's Note

When Andrew Cordier first sald he would 1ikeé to interview me,
I wondered how I would handle this encounter if and when it came
about. I knew that it would certainly have fo be véry different
from the sort of interview he would ha#e ui£gione of his peers for
I had not carried their responsibilityrndr had I "sat in council.”
I also felt that I had been "too close for proper perspective"
and that I had been viewing “from too limited a vantage point" to
give & proper evaluation. However I did not say any of these things
to him in case he might misunderstand, especially as be seened

convinced that I had something to contribute.

later I regretted not having discussed these reservations with
him for this very matter came up when I was later working with him
on his memoirs. In the midst of an interview with one of his for-
mer colleagues, he tur;ed to me and éaid'“Dﬂfaeﬁ. how would you
assess my role in thatfparticular situaiigp?“"The.quesﬂibn caught
me off guard., I repliéd that to tell the truth I could not give
an assessment for I had been too busily 1nvol§ed ihwtﬁQée days
 with other affairs in his office; and that it was not I but others
6f his staff who at that time were working more closely with him
on that particular problem and who would have been in a better posi-
tion than I to give an assessment. My reply appeared to puzzle

and irritate him and I feared that he had taken m& answer in a very
mgative sense, that is that I had not wanted to cbmmit nyself,

' vee?
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whereas that was not the case. I had only .tried't_o give an honest

answer.

—

Actually while serving in his office -- as would most peopie in
similar situations -~ I had never consciously allowed myself to
stop and think of him in either complimeﬁ%ary or uncomplimentary
terms, nor to critically assess his role, although I was indeed
fully aware of its lmportance. Owing to the heavy pressures of
his office I believed at the time that the most effective contri-
bution I could make was to keep abreast of his desk work and to
move things along as smoothly as possible without stépping to
analyze everything that was taking place. Moreover I endeavoured
to maintain as neutral a stance as poasihle'ﬁs far as Qituations

and personalities were concerned.

Now that time has passed and I am able to stand tack and take

a long look at the days that are gone, 1t 1is mich easier to

analyze my personal ;mpressions and judgments and; freed from earlier
inhibitions, to let them surface. It is difficult, however, to

assess or write about Andrew Cordier and his career at the United
Nations for it was not so much the concrete t&ings thﬁ% he accomplished
or was responsible for, as it was hls quality of leadership, his
attitudes and what he stood for that counted for so much and seemed

to have such a strong impact during the formative years of the

United Nations.

oo of8
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It should be borne in mind that the pages that follow contain
my versions of what transpired, my interpretation of events and
people, and my personal reccllections of this unusual man., T
do not always claim to be accurate in my assessments, nor indeed
to have always witnessed events in the proper perspective., How-
ever this does not mean that I have relied solely on my own per-
sonal memory of events and personalities, for human memory is
frail indeed. Where possible I have taken into account the views
of his colleagues and friends. I have also consulted books written
;about the United Nations, other United Nations source materials
at my dispesal and his own private papers with which I was already
familiar. Fxcept for the Congo I have not dealt with specific
questions or events in which Cordier's work involved him because
this would have required extensive research which I was not able
to do, located as I am in Victoria and several thousand miles away
from New York, Nevertheless I hope that what I am about to set down

will be useful historically.

In the title I have referred to- Cordier as a'stalwart'y not
in the partisan sense, but within the dictionary meaning of being
a person marked by outstanding strength and vigor of Tody, mind
and spirit. As'this is a personal assessment of Andrew Cordier, and

not a blography, I have called 1t a profile.

Doreen Geary
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